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(Statutory Body Constltuted undor the Advocat6 Act, igBl)
21, RouseAvEhue lnstitutionalArea, Near Bal Bhawan, New Delhi - 110002

BCI:D:I088p025
Date:27.08,2026

To,

The Vice-Chancellor / Regishar/ Dean/ Principal/ Director / Head
All Centres of Legal Education / Universities / University Deparbnents
whose inspection is scheduled or is to be scheduled by the Bar Council of India

Sub.: Inspection by the Bar Council of India - Guidelines regarding
institutional readinees, production of recorde and compliance with the
Rules of Legal Education, 2008, BCI Circulars, Notifications, Guidelines
and directions.

Sir/Ma'am,

This is to inlorm all Cenhes of l,egal Educatiory Universities and University
Departrnents whose applications or maHers are due for inspection by the
Bar Council of lndia that inspections are being undertaken in accordance
with the Rules of Legal Education, 2008 and the applicable Circulars,
Notifications, Guidelines, orders and directions issued by the Bar Council
of India from time to time. The concemed institutions are requested to
remain fully prepared for inspection on the date and time communicated by

the Bu Council of lndia. Whete inspection is conducted {rrough virtual
zzode, tlze .2r2i?cc)o)7 conslztutes a substantive regiatory verilication

exercise and is not merely an online presentation by the institution.

Every concemed Cenhe of kgal Education is advised to carefu\ study Une

Rules of I-egal Education,2008, including the Sdredules thereto, and' all

applicable Legal Education Notificatioru and Circulars available on t/re
official website of the Bar Council of tndia at:

https://www.barcouncilof india.orlinf o/notif ications/le

The inshhrtion shatl ersrxe compliance with the applieable Rules, Circulars,
)'rodficatio*, Cujdelines and conditions contained in;frevious orders or

cornmunications of the Bar Council of brdia. Paldcular attention shall be

si-ca Lo tt'. aplolicable BCI dkections relating to faculty, academic

standards, teaching hours and teaching weeks, attendance, curdo{um,
infrastructure, library, clinical legal educatio& student-support
mechanisms and other requirements prescribed for Centres of Legal
Education.

2
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concemed CLE shall also catefully study and ersure compliance with
the applicable BCI Circulars and Guidelines relating to:

(a) Student Grievance Redressal Committee and grievance-redressal
mechanism

(b) anti-raggingmeasures

G) student well-being, counselling and crisis-response arrangements
(d) gendersensitisation
(e) prevention and redressal of sexual harassment and functioning of the

Intemal. Complaints Committee or other legally compliant
mechanism

(g anti-discrimination and equal opportunity mechanisms
(g) student welfare and institutional support systems.

Particular attendon shall be given to BCI:D:2i82/2024, LE Circular No.14
dated 22.77.2024 conceming Student Grievance Redressal Committees and
BCI:D:7452/ 2025 dated 11.03.2026 conceming student well-being, suicide
preventiory anti-ragging, grievance redressal, counsellhg, anti-
discriminatiorv gender sensitisation and related institutional mechanisms,
together with Annexures I and II and the other accompanying annexrues
and directions.

CLE shall keep the relevant records demonstrating actual compliance
with the aforesaid requirements ready for verification. The kspection Team
may verify not merely the constitution of the concemed committee or
mechanism but also whether it is presently corstituted, accessible,

functional and maintaining the records required under the applicable
directions. Accordingly, the institution shall keep ready, wherever
applicable:

(41

(1')

(c)

(d)
(e)

(0

G)
().?

($

(,)
(k)

arder€ cozzstitzzdng tlze gludettt Gievance Sedressal Committee,

Anti-Ragging Committee and Anti-Raggtng€quad
. -*a t--t;--n -ur. ATcarticulars of the Intemal Complaints Committee or

other legally compliant mechanism dealing with sexual-harassment
and gender-based grievances
anti-discrimination and equal opportunity mechanGm
counselling and wellness arrangements
details of the Nodal Officer or other officer responsible for student
well-being and crisis response
details displayed on the irrstitutional website and notice boards

meeting rccords and minutes
gdewanca ot coatplaint registers

apPlopdately anonymised records of complaints received, action
*.L-n -nd dis_,loosal

awareness and sensitisation programmes
Initial Compliance Reports, Monthly Action Taken Reports and other
reports wherever required under applicable BCI directions.

)
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BAR COTINCIL OF INDIA

Sub: Applications by existing Centres of Legal Education for extension of
approval of affiliation for the Academic Session 20_26-27

(Statutory Body Constitutod undor tho Advocates Act, 1961)

21 , Rouse Avenue lnstitutional Area, Near,Bal Bhawan, New Delhi - 110002

BCkDz572212026
Date:31.07.2025

To,

The Vice-Chancellors and Registrars of all Unlversities imparting Legal
Education
The Deans, Directors, Principals and Heads of all Centres of Legal Education

S irl\tla'am,

The Ilar Council of India had initially prescribed 37.12.2025 as the last date
for submission of applications by existing Centres of Legal Education
seeking extension of approval of affiliation lor the Academic Session 2026-
27- The said date was thereafter extended up to 16.01.2026,05.03.2026 ar,,d,

Iinally, up to 37.07.2026 through Ctrcular No. BCID:4557 /2026 dated
73.07.2026.

Under Rule 16(2) of the Rules ot l'cga\ Education, 2008' a centf,e of LeEal

i))..r.. ,nuy ippty to the oar Ceuncil of lndr,a cnly a(cr recerving {ie
a{filiation or continuation-of-attiliation ordet frorn the uniwetsitv

.-^.e,-.d. Tho ap.Tarication subnltted to the Dat Countil OI lndia mUet,

therefore;include the valid affiliation ordet ofthe Universigr {or the relevant

academt session.

Appllcations completed and finally submitted on the Bar Council of India
portal on or before 37.W.2026, together with the affiliation order, all
mandatory documents and prescribed fees, shall be processed in accordance
with the Rules of Legal Education, 2008 and the applicable regulatory
framework, Extension of approval shall be issued only after scrutiny,

i:nspection wherever required, and approval by the competent authorir/ of
((te'6ar Counci( of fndia .

^7eze2 r o?c1?i.t6 aR a??ticacial, crea(mg a dra( up(oading some documents
or making partiai payment shall not constitute submission of an application.
An application shall be treated as submitted orrly when it has been
completed in all respects, all mandatory documents have been uploaded.
the prescribed fees have been paid and final submission has been made on
the portal-within the stipulated period.

"L
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5 No further extension of time shall be granted. Any Centre of Legal
Education that does not hold valid approval for the Academic Sess lon20i6_
27 and. has not completed and finally submitted its applicatiory including
the valid affiliation or continuation-of-affiliation order of the Universi{
!ol*Tg1_t9q:ther with all required documents and prescribed fees, on or
before 37.07.2026 shall not admit any student or comrnence or continue any
law course during the Academlc S eision 2026-27 .

Submission of an application or payment of any fee shall not, by itself,
1o.n-fer 

approval ot create any rig_ht to admit studens, Every Centre of Legai
Education shall ensure that admissions are made only against those cours"es,
sections and intake for which valid approval of thl B"ar Council of India
subsists for the Academic Session 2026-27.

6

This is for strict and necessary compliance.

Cha di
Additional Secretary
Bar Council of India

",*:,:""

il,,4
en

Principal Secretary
Bar Council of India



No.
BCI Requirment

1 Ownership/Lease
original title deeds/registered lease
deeds/approved building plans/occupancy or
completion documents/current encumbrance
records

3(a
)

Actual land area and buillup area exclusively
available for legal education

3(b
)

Actual room-wise use of the premises

4 Separate classrooms for every year and section
5 Classes of atleast five hours a day continuously,

with an additional half-hour recess, and for not
less than thirty hours of working schedule per
week.

6 tutorial rooms, faculty rooms, administrative
offices, record rooms, separate common rooms
for male and female students and facilities
accessible to persons with disabilities. Seminar
facilities, student facilities

7 moot court hall, legal aid clinic, arrangements for
practical legal education, court training and other
clinical components prescribed by the Rules.

8 Library- textbooks, reference works, law reports,
journals and periodicals, along with reading
space for at least 25 per cent of the enrolled
sludents. Accession regislers, current
subscriptions, issue records and working hours
of the library.

o computers, internet facilities, legal databases "

and access to national and international library
resources

10 lndoor and outdoor sports facilities, playground
or other permissible arrangements

13

11 {tre sa{ety c\earance, structural stabilitv or
ctrudt,,rat eo! n dnet€ certitcaae, sa1i(a(iOfi
certilicate, building safety approval and other

infrastructure details furnished by the instrtutron

the prescribed number of full-time

clea nta cestutosta
NS na dp{a?,oteg.a?as

the rernises and faciJites
Pinci?al and
facul members

1 4

L(3

original appointment letters, joining reports,
educational qualifications, University approval,
attendance records, workload, salary payment
through banking channels, provident fund or
other service records and exclusivrty ot

emPloyment
gresc(lOed (eache r-student ratio

\0 S\Udent attendance registers, lacultv attendance
-'a-e t,,e,a2,es, eaciiag g@ns, (n(etrtaf
assessment records and actual conduct of

ular classroom teachi
17 number of students physically attending classes
18 sponsoring Society, Trust or non-profit company
19 minimum capital fund and its operation in

accordance with Schedule lll of the Rules of
Legal Education. The relevant bank account,
balance, source and utilisation of the fund

20 Course-wise. section-wise and session-wise

I

l

I

I

2.



INSPECTION OF AFFILIATED COLLEGES BY UNIVERSITY AS PER BCI NOTIFICATION

Ii
21 whether the institution has shifted from the

premises earlier inspected
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RCI:D:4697[2026 
Date:2z.oi.2o2.

The Vice-Chancellors and Re
education

T ire Deans and
Universities

ll Universities imparting legal
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c S

studcnt returns, conducts examinations, appoints or approves examiners,
interacts with the Principai and possesses powers under its statutes,

Qrdinances ancl af(i\iation regulations to insPect, susPend or withdraw
affif i:tion 'tt,c Uivetcizy tzzast akerc(Ofe ensure {hat no Centre of Legal
Education continues metely on the strenBth of paper compliance.

cons
a a Iia ted Cen EeS. of Legal Education. It approves admissions, receives

mlnlntum
fil

(ule 11 oI the Rules of Legal Education, 2008 expressly provides that " Any
institution conducting legal education by rwtning either of tfu law degree courses
or both leading to conferrnent oJ graduate degree in law on iuccessful completion of
the course shall hnae

Bar Council of htdia
stipulated by the

Unioersity shall
ensure that all its Centres of bgal Etlucution under the Unioersity ffiaintain ,hc
standard prescibed by the Bar Count,il nf r-a:'n -"
enf^t.-^Lt' ' "

e Rul
o
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statutory and
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Every University is accordingly directed to constitute one or more
competent inspection teams and to conduct an ediate physical
inspection of each and constituent and

ucation under it. The inspec on e
institution-specific. It shall not be confined to affidavite, photo$aphs,
online submissions or documents furnished by the management,

5. The inspection team shall verify, among othe! matters, exclusive
availabili of facuIties, faculty rooms, the euitability a uacy ot
c ms li nt textbooks, journals, reports and

lc databases, computer facilities, internet access, a dedicated and
functional moot court room, common rooms, the land and building the
actual room-wise use of the premises, fire and eafety compliance,
accessibility, sanitation, adminishative offices, student facilities,
accession records, legal aid clinic, seminar and tutorial facilities, and all
other requirements under the Rules of Legal Education, 2008 and the
circulars, guidelines and approval conditions issued by the Bar Council
of India.

Faculty verification shall be undertaken with particular care. The team
shall verily the actual presence, qualifications, appointment letters, ioining
reports, workload, attendance, salary payment through banking channels,
UGC pay compliance, service records and exclusivitv of the Principal and
core faculty. Rule 17 requires a sulficient number of full-time core faculty
members at all times. Part-time or visiting faculty may support the
prescribed core faculty, but cannot be used as a substitute for the required
full-time core faculty. Mere production of names on paper or temporary
presence on the date of rnspection shall not be acceptedy'

The Universit5r shall also ascertain whether any Centre of Legal Education
is conducting weekend ctasses, eveningclasses, compressed classes' 6hift-
t,asetl clr.se." or any other attangemenl )ntgDded tO atDmm0dete pAIt
time students or working persons in a manner inconsistent with a regular

course of sRidy. The Rules define a regular course of study as one runninS
(or at (east five houts a day, with the prescribed recess, and for not less than

thirty hours of working schedule per v''eek' Any arrangement that dilutes
the ,nandatory regular character of (he Iaw course, substitutes occasional
weekend or evening teaching lor regular instruction, or facilitates proxy
attendance shall be stopped forthwith. Admissions to such impermissible
arrangements shall not be permitted.

7.

8. Each inspection report shall contain clear findings against every applicable

norm, suPported by dated and 8eo'tagged photographs' room

--u"u..oriits, facutcy veificadon sfree(s, sa(ary and attendance records,

libnty aCCessiOn imd subscription details, student etren8th/ aanctioned
iht.1kc. dnEs ,;r,,crat e and su<'h otle( doCUReRAry ma{efiai as may

establish the true position. The report shall specifically state whether the
Centre is operating from the premises earlier inspected and approved and
whether any part of the approved building has been diverted to another
institution, course or commerciaI use.

4.

6.

lll'tts
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Where any Centre of Legal Education is found deficient in essential
infrasttucture, building, classrooms, faculty, library, moot court room,
legal aid clinic, prescribed teaching hours, regularity of classes or any
other mandatory BCI norm, the University shall not grant or continue
a.ffiliation ag.a routine matter, It shall immediately initiate and complete
withdrawal or discontinuance of affiliation in accordance with the
applicable University statute. Serious deficiencies should be
immediately reported to the Bar Council of India for appropriate action.

Any case in which affiliation is suspended, withdrawn, not renewed or
made subiect to corrective action shall be reported immediately to the Bar
Council of India with the complete lnspection report, The University
shall also inform the Bar Council of India of any false declaration,
fabricated faculty record, misleading photograph, shifting of premises,
excess admission, unapproved course, unauthorised section or
concealment discovered during inspection, The University shall further
verify, course-wise, section-wise and academic-6e6sion-wise, whether
every Cenke of Legal Education possesses subsisting approval of the Bar
Council of India. University affiliation, whether permanent or temporary,
shall not be treated as a substitute for BCI approval. No admission shall
be permitted in any Cenhe, course, section or intake which does not
possess prior and current approval of the Bar Council of India, as
mandated by Rule 14 of the Rules of Legal Educatiorl 2008

The entire exercise, including inspection of every Cenke of Lesal
Educati on- crutinv bv the Untversr , passing of appropriate orders and

10

submission a consolidated Uni -wt the ar ouncil
India, shall be completed within six weeks from the date of receipt of this
letter. The report shall separatelv classify institutione as fullv compliant,
deficient but capable of immediate corre ction without affecting academic
standards. and seriouslv deficient requiring susDension, non-renewal or
withdraw aff iation

12. Until fresh and satisfaclo17 )ncVectioa a€por€ are received lrom the
Universities, the Bar Council of India shall consider tenewal or continuation

oi approval only on the basis of rhe .rnateid avai)ab)e eRd et6.y k;lkkoir4 ot
aerer'renew.1f wherever the University has not discharged the inspection

and, Iepo$ng obligation under this direction. No l)nivas)ty sha))
.ecoEtt7e,td renewal of BCI approval merely by forwarding an existing
affiliation letter or an unverified self-declaration of the Centre of Legal
Education.

The Bar Council of India expects the Universities to treat this exercise as a
matter of urgent academic and institutional responsibility. The obiect is r'ot

tO disrupt Benuine institutions or preludice students, but tD mruv th?t
--.-rr t,;v .2e6ree recognrSed for enrolment as an advocate is earned thlough
real teaching, adequate infuastructure, qualified full-alr:re loSU)tf t
aoani-stat practica) traiRi*g and strict comp)iance with the prescribed
standards. Universities are required to act decisively against institutions
that compromise these requirernents.

13.
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14 Receipt of this letter shall be acknowledged within three working days
together with the name, designation, mobile number and email address
of the Univercity Nodal Officer appointed for implementation. A list of
all Cenkes of Legal Education under the University, course'wise and
campus-wise, should also be furnished forthwith. Any failure to complete
the exercise within the stipulated period shall be placed before the
competent committee of the Bar Council of India for approptiate
regulatory consideration,

15 Any failure to complete the exercise within the stipulated period shall be
placed before the competent committee of the Bar Council of lndia for
appropriate regulatory consideration.

This is for your information and for urgent and necessary compliance

Srimanto Sen
Principal Secretary

Bar Council of India

I
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