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Indian agriculture has historically remained central to the country’s 
economic development, providing food, employment, livelihoods and 
raw materials while generating rural demand and supporting industrial 
growth. The post-independence agricultural strategy, particularly the 
Green Revolution, successfully transformed India from a food-deficit 
economy into a food-secure nation. However, the nature of the 
challenge has evolved. The contemporary question is no longer merely 
whether India produces enough food, but whether its agricultural system 
produces and delivers food that is nutritious, diverse, affordable and 
sustainable.
The transition from food security to nutrition security represents a 
fundamental shift in the economics of Indian agriculture—from an 
emphasis on aggregate foodgrain production and calorie availability 
towards dietary diversity, nutritional outcomes, farmer profitability, 
consumer affordability and efficient resource allocation. While food 
security remains essential, adequate calories alone cannot address 
protein deficiency, micronutrient deficiencies and inadequate dietary 
diversity. Nutrition is also a critical component of human capital 
formation. Adequate nutrition, particularly during childhood and the 
formative years, contributes to physical and cognitive development, 
learning outcomes, health and the capacity to participate productively in 
the workforce. Poor nutrition, conversely, can reduce labour 
productivity, increase morbidity and healthcare costs, weaken human 
capital and perpetuate an intergenerational cycle of poverty, thereby 
constraining long term economic growth. Thus, nutrition security is not 
merely a welfare objective; it is an economic investment in human 
capabilities, labour productivity and productive capacity of Indian 
economy. 

This transition also raises important questions of agricultural 
economics: How can production incentives encourage diversification 

towards pulses, oilseeds, horticulture, dairy and other nutrient-rich 
foods while ensuring remunerative returns to farmers?How can 

productivity gains translate into affordable nutritious food? What role 
can food processing, value chains, technology and agricultural markets 

play in reducing post-harvest losses and make nutritious food 
affordable? How can agricultural trade, fiscal, and environmental 

policies be aligned with nutritional outcomes to give an undeniable 
boost to labour productivity and thus to the economic development in 

general?

The school of Studies in Economics was established 
in the year 1968 at Samrat Vikramaditya 
Vishwavidhyalaya, Ujjain. The department is 
committed to act as a centre for teaching and research 
on contemporary socioeconomic issues while 
maintaining a high level of academic standards.
The Indian Economic Association (IEA), established 
in 1917, is one of the premier professional bodies of 
economists in India. It promotes research, academic 
dialogues, and dissemination of knowledge in various 
branches of economics. The association publishes 
research contributions and organises annual 
conferences that bring together economists, scholars 
and policy practitioners from across the country.
Through this academic collaboration, the seminar 
aims to contribute meaningfully to contemporary 
economic discourse and policy-oriented research. 

The seminar aims to provide a multidisciplinary 
economic platform to examine India’s transition 
from food security to nutrition security and explore 
pathways for building a productive, remunerative, 
inclusive and sustainable agricultural system. It seeks 
to bring together perspectives on agricultural 
diversification, farmer income, food prices, value 
chains, food processing, human capital, labour 
productivity, technology, climate resilience and 
public policy, with the broader obje ctive of 
exploring how nutrition security can strengthen 
India’s human capital and contribute to inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth.


