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UNICEF

INTRODUCTION:

UNICEF,acronym ofUnitedNationsChildren’sFund,formerly(1946–53)United

NationsInternationalChildren’sEmergencyFundspecialprogram oftheUnited

Nations(UN)devotedtoaidingnationaleffortstoimprovethehealth,nutrition,

education,andgeneralwelfareofchildren.UNICEFwascreatedin1946toprovide

relieftochildrenincountriesdevastatedbyWorldWarII.After1950thefund

directeditseffortstowardgeneralprogramsfortheimprovementofchildren’s

welfare,particularlyinless-developedcountriesandinvariousemergencysituations.

Theorganization’sbroadermissionwasreflectedinthenameitadoptedin1953,the

UnitedNationsChildren’sFund.UNICEFwasawardedtheNobelPrizeforPeacein

1965.ItisheadquarteredinNewYorkCity.UNICEFhasconcentratedmuchofits

effortinareasinwhichrelativelysmallexpenditurescanhaveasignificantimpacton

thelivesofthemostdisadvantagedchildren,suchasthepreventionandtreatment

ofdisease.Inkeepingwiththisstrategy,UNICEFsupportsimmunizationprograms

forchildhooddiseasesandprogramstopreventthespreadofHIV/AIDS;italso

providesfundingforhealthservices,educationalfacilities,andotherwelfareservices.

Since1996UNICEFprogramshavebeenguidedbytheConventionontheRightsof

theChild(1989),whichaffirmstherightofallchildrento“theenjoymentofthe

highestattainablestandardofhealthandtofacilitiesforthetreatmentofillnessand

rehabilitationofhealth.”UNICEF’sactivitiesarefinancedbybothgovernmentand

privatecontributions

UNICEFFOUNDED:

IntheaftermathofWorldWarII,theGeneralAssemblyoftheUnitedNationsvotesto

establishtheUnitedNationsInternationalChildren’sEmergencyFund(UNICEF),an

organizationtohelpprovidereliefandsupporttochildrenlivingincountries

devastatedbythewar.Afterthefoodandmedicalcrisisofthelate1940spassed,

UNICEFcontinueditsroleasarelieforganizationforthechildrenoftroublednations

andduringthe1970sgrewintoavocaladvocateofchildren’srights.Duringthe

1980s,UNICEFassistedtheU.N.CommissiononHumanRightsinthedraftingofthe

ConventionontheRightsoftheChild.AfteritsintroductiontotheU.N.General

Assemblyin1989,theConventionontheRightsoftheChildbecamethemostwidely

ratifiedhumanrightstreatyinhistory,andUNICEFplayedakeyroleinensuringits

enforcement.

Ofthe184memberstatesoftheUnitedNations,onlytwocountrieshavefailedto

ratifythetreaty–SomaliaandtheUnitedStates.Somaliadoesnotcurrentlyhavean

internationallyrecognizedgovernment,soratificationisimpossible,andtheUnited

States,whichwasoneoftheoriginalsignatoriesoftheconvention,hasfailedto

ratifythetreatybecauseofconcernsaboutitspotentialimpactonnational

sovereigntyandtheparent-childRelationship.
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STRUCTURE:

 Over190countries&territories.

 Morethan200countryoffices.

 HeadquartersinNEWYORK.

 36Membersexecutiveboard,byUNITEDNATIONSECOSOC(Economic&

socialcouncil),forthreeyearsterm.

 Executivedirectorhas5yearmandate.

FUNCTIONS:

UNICEF provides services in primary health-care,nutrition,basic education,

sanitationandwomen&developmentindevelopingcountries.

ThemainfunctionsperformedbyUNICEFareasfollowing:

 UNICEFworksfortheprotectionofchildreninrespectoftheirsurvival,health,

andwellbeing.Thisisdoneincooperationwithindividuals,civicgroups,

governmentsandtheprivatesector.

 Itprovidesfundsfortrainingthepersonnel,includinghealthandsanitation

workers,teachersandnutritionists.UniversalChildImmunizationsagainst

preventablediseasesby1990wasoneoftheleadinggoalsofUNICEF.

 Itprovidestechnicalsupplies,equipmentandotheraids,rangingfrompaper

fortextbooks,toequipmentandmedicinestohealthclinics,topipesand

pumpsforbringingcleanwatertovillages.

 Itassists governments to plan,develop and extend community-based

servicesinthefieldsofmaternalandchildhealth,nutritionalongwith

provisionofcleanwaterandsanitation.

 Itprovideshelptochildrenandmothersinemergenciesarisingfromnatural

calamities,civilstrifeandepidemics.

 ItmakesefforttopreventdiseaseslikeT.B.,malaria,eyediseases,skin

diseasesetc.

 UNICEFperformsvariousotherfunctions.Asthesoleagencyforchildren,it

speaksonbehalfofchildrenandupholdstheConventionontheRightsofthe

Childandworksforitsimplementation.UNICEFwasawardedtheNobelPrize
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forpeaceintheyear1965andtheIndiraGandhiPrizeforpeacein1989.

AIMSANDOBJECTIVESOFUNICEF:

ThebasicobjectivesoftheUNICEFincludeeradicationofextremepovertyand

hunger,reducebyhalftheproportionofpeoplelivingonlessthanadollaraday,

reducebyhalftheproportionofpeoplewhosufferfromhunger,toachieveuniversal

primaryeducationandtoensurethatallboysandgirlscompleteafullcourseof

primaryschooling.

TheaimsandobjectivesofUNICEFcouldbeunderstoodasfollows:

 Toadvocatefortheprotectionofchildrenrights,tohelpmeettheirbasic

needsandtoexpandtheiropportunitiestoreachtheirfullpotential.UNICEF

initiatesprogramsandprojectstoachievetheseaimsandobjectives.

 UNICEF,theUnitedNationsInternationalChildrenEmergencyFund,strivesto

promotechildrenemotionalandphysicalwell-beinginunderdevelopedand

disaster-affectedareas.Itiscurrentlyactiveinmorethan190countriesand

promoteshealthanddevelopment,childprotection,socialinclusionand

genderequality.

 Ongoinghealthprogramsincludemassimmunizationstopreventdisease,the

promotionandprotectionofbreastfeedingforimprovednourishmentin

infants,thefightagainstHIV/AIDStoreduceinfectionandcareforthe

infectedandtheprocurementofhealthydrinkingwaterandnourishment.

 UNICEFrecognizestheimportanceofeducationforpersonaldevelopment

andadvancementandpromotesequalopportunitiesforbothgenders.

 Advocatingforchildrenrights,thefundstrivestoprotectchildrenfrom

violenceandabuseinthefamily,childlabour,andchildtraffickingforlabour

andsexualexploitation.

 Duringnaturaldisasters,warfareandcrises,UNICEFprovideshumanitarian

relief,shelter,nourishmentandpsychosocialsupport.

 Whencircumstancesallow,thefundorganizeseducationalfacilitiesfor

childreninaffectedareas.

 UNICEFrunsseparateprogramsforthewell-beingofadolescents,including

health,HIVeducationandpreventionandtheacquisitionofskillsandabilities

forfinancialindependence.

ACHIEVEMENTSOFUNICEF:
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Thefourpointprogrammeagainstpreventablediseases:

(i) Immunization,

(ii) Oraldehydration

(iii) Advocatingbreastfeeding

(iv) Monitoringgrowth.

Thishasreduceddiseasesconsiderably.

UNICEFcelebrated1979astheInternationalYearoftheChildforfocusingpeople’s

attentionontherightsofchildren.IthassupportedAIDSeducationandhelps

familiesofitsvictims.Healthcentresandmaternityhomeshavebeenestablished.

Povertystricken,disabled,dementedandvictimsofotheremergenciesareprovided

specialprotection.

WithUNICEF’seffortsaworldsummitforchildrenwasheldatUNheadquarters

attendedbyrepresentativesof150countries.ThusalongwithotherUNagencies

UNICEFhasachievedconsiderablesuccessinachievingitsgoals,butthereisstilla

lotmoretobedone.

Thus,UNICEFactsasaprominentUNbodyandasahumanitarianorganisation,

directingitseffortsinvariousareastohelpcombatmanyoftheviolationsagainst

childrenthatoccuracrosstheglobe.Focusareasremaininthereductionofdisease

andmalnutritionrelateddeaths,dealingwithHIV/AIDSsufferers,preventingthe

exploitationofchildren,ensuringequalaccesstoeducationandprovidingsufficient

supportintimesofemergencyandconflict.Despiteitshumanitarianoccasional

criticism,UNICEFstilldevotedtowardsitspurposeandeffortsinhandlingany

shortcomings.


