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FOODANDAGRICULTUREORGANISATION(FAO)

INTRODUCTION:

TheFoodandAgricultureOrganizationcameintobeingon16October1945,in

Quebec City,Canada,with a view ofcollecting,analysing,interpreting and

disseminatinginformationrelatingtonutrition,foodandagriculture.

FAOrunsonitsLatinmotto,“fiatpanis”,whichtranslatesas"lettherebebread".

TheFAO aimstoraiselevelsofnutritionandstandardsofliving,toimprove

productionanddistributionofagriculturalproductstosecureimprovementsinthe

efficiencyoftheproductiontobettertheconditionofruralpopulationandto

contributetowardsanexpandingworldeconomy.

Food&AgriculturalOrganization(FAO)wasthefirstspecializedagencyofUN

establishedafterIIworldwhichsubsequentlymovedintoPalazzoFAO,Rome,Italy

Itprovidesanintelligenceservice,includingnotonlyfactsandfiguresrelatingto

nutrition,agriculture,forestryandfisheries,butalsoappraisalsandforecastsof

production,distributionandconsumptioninthesefields;promotesnationaland

internationalactiontoimproveproduction,marketing,processinganddistributionof

theproductsofagriculture(includingfisheriesandforestry),conservationofnatural

resources,andcreditandcommodityarrangementpolicies;andfurnishes,on

request,technicalassistanceinanyoftheabovefields.

STRUCTURE:

The FAO mechanism works to promote public-private partnerships,

improve smallholderagriculture,anddevelopmechanismstomonitor,reduce,and

warnabouthazardstothefoodchain.Financescomingfromindustrialized countries,

developmentbanks,andothersourcesarealsomonitored.

TheFAOis composedofsevenmajordepartments:

i. TheAgricultureandConsumerProtection departmentpromotesagricultureto

eradicatehumanpovertywhilealsoprotectingtheenvironmentandensuring

safefoodpracticesandstandards.

ii. TheClimate,Biodiversity, Land,andWater departmentpromotessustainable

managementpracticesforland,soils,energy,water,biodiversity,andgenetic

resources.



2

iii. TheCorporateServices,HumanResources,andFinance departmentsupport

theentireFAOorganization.

iv. Theeconomicand SocialDevelopment departmentpromoteseconomic

developmentthroughinternalproductionandtrade.

v. TheFisheriesandAquaculture departmentpromotesthemanagementof

aquacultureandfishing.

vi. Theforestry departmentpromotesthemanagementofresourcesthrough

forestry.

vii. TheTechnicalCooperationdepartmentsupportsmembercountriesintheir

programsandrespondstofood-andagriculture-relatedthreatsandcrises.

Itfollowsafour-tieradministrativestructurewhichconsistsofthefollowing:

i. Headquarter

ii. Regionaloffices

iii. Sub-regionaloffices

iv. LiaisonOffices

OBJECTIVESANDACHIEVEMENTSOFFAO:

TheFoodandAgricultureOrganization strivestohelpmembercountriestobecome

independentinprovidingsufficientfoodtotheirindigenouspopulation,whilealso

producingenoughtobecomeactivetradepartnerswithothercountries—beingable

togeneraterevenueoutofagriculturalproducts,inotherwords.

Focusingonthetypesoffoodproductionthataresuitableandprevalentforeach

country,theFAOworkswithinlocalcultureswithlocalstafftoimproveexisting

practiceswhileleavinglocaleconomiesintact

FAOhasoutlinedthefollowingprioritiesandtargetsinitsfightagainsthunger:

 Helpeliminatehunger,foodinsecurityandmalnutrition–contributetothe

eradicationofhungerbyfacilitatingpoliciesandpoliticalcommitmentsto

supportfoodsecurityandbymakingsurethatup-to-dateinformationabout

hungerandnutritionchallengesandsolutionsisavailableandaccessible.

 Makeagriculture,forestryandfisheriesmoreproductiveandsustainable–

promoteevidence-basedpoliciesandpracticestosupporthighlyproductive

agriculturalsectors(crops,livestock,forestryandfisheries),whileassuring

thatthenaturalresourcebasedoesnotsufferintheprocess.
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 Reduceruralpoverty–helptheruralpoorgainaccesstotheresourcesand

servicestheyneedwhichincluderuralemploymentandsocialprotection–to

forgeapathoutofpoverty.

 Enableinclusiveandefficientagriculturalandfoodsystems–helptobuild

safeandefficientfoodsystemsthatsupportsmallholderagricultureand

reducepovertyandhungerinruralareas.

 Increasetheresilienceoflivelihoodstothreatsandcrises–helpcountriesto

preparefornaturalandhuman-causeddisastersbyreducingtheirriskand

enhancingtheresilienceoftheirfoodandagriculturalsystems.

FUNCTIONS:

TheFoodandAgriculturalOrganizationoftheUnitedNationsisanimportantgroup.

Thepurposeofthisorganizationistoensurethereisenoughfoodforall.Thereare

severalmaingoalsofthisorganization.Onegoalistoeliminatehungerand

malnutrition.Anothergoalistoeliminatepovertywhileadvocatingforsocialand

economicprogress.Thethirdgoalistomanageandsustainournaturalresources

forpresentandfutureuse.

Byworkingwithvariousgroups,thisorganizationdevelopsvariousinternational

initiativestohelptheorganizationmeetitsgoals.

Thereareseveralareasofactivities,someofwhichare:

 Toprovideknowledgeinordertoachievesustainableagricultureinallthe

countries.

 Tostrengthenthepoliticalwilltodothethingsneededtodevisepolicies

regardingagriculture.

 Toboostpublic-privatepartnershipsforimprovingagricultureingeneral,

especiallysmalleragriculture.

 Impartknowledgeinthefieldandkeepingcountriesawareofproblems

regardingagriculture.

CRITICISM

Dissatisfactionwiththeorganization'sperformancewasamongthereasonsforthe

creationoftwoneworganizationsaftertheWorldFoodConferencein1974,namely

theWorldFoodCouncilandtheInternationalFundforAgriculturalDevelopment;by
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theearlyeightiestherewasintenserivalryamongtheseorganizations.

in1989,theorganizationcameunderattackfromHeritageFoundation,anAmerican

conservativethinktank,whichdescribedtheFAOasbecoming"essentiallyirrelevant

incombatinghunger"duetoa"bloatedbureaucracyknownforthemediocrityofits

workandtheinefficiencyofitsstafftheFAO",whichhadbecomepoliticized

The2002FoodSummitorganizedbyFAOwasconsideredtohavebeenineffectual

andunproductivebytheofficialparticipants.]Socialmovements,farmers,fisherfolk,

pastoralists,indigenouspeoples,environmentalists,women'sorganizations,trade

unionsandNGOsexpressedtheir"collectivedisappointmentin,andrejectionofthe

officialdeclarationofthissummit.

InMay2008,whiletalkingabouttheongoingworldfoodcrisis,PresidentAbdoulaye

WadeofSenegalexpressedtheopinionthatFAOwas"awasteofmoney"andthat

"wemustscrapit".WadesaidthatFAOwasitselflargelytoblameforthepricerises,

andthattheorganization'sworkwasduplicatedbyotherbodiesthatoperatedmore

efficiently,liketheUN'sInternationalFundforAgriculturalDevelopment.

However,despitethecriticismsitfaced,thisorganisationcontinuestobetheapex

institutionwhichisresponsibleforformulationofinternationalpoliciespertainingto

foodandagricultureonagloballevel.Itaimstowardsmodernizingandstreamlining

theadministrativeandoperationalprocessesinitsrespectivefield.


